
Over 200 students from Krout 

E l e m e n t a r y  a n d  C a l v e r t 

Elementary 3rd grades came in to 

FELC in November to learn about 

renewable energy.  The classes 

began by learning about the 

differences between renewable 

and non-renewable resources, 

and were told why we at the 

Franciscan Earth Literacy Center 

like to use renewable energy.  The 

students were given a tour of the 

strawbale house and learned 

about all the green design and 

features that make it energy efficient, 

as well as the renewable energies the 

house uses.  Each class was then taught about the steps that took coal, wind and solar 

energy from their origin, to our houses to be used as electricity.  This allowed them to 

compare renewable energies to non-renewable and to figure out which process was 

most efficient.  The final half of their time was spent working with wind turbine models 

(pictured above) and experimenting with different factors.  By experimenting, the 3rd 

graders were able to find how the turbines could produce the most energy.  

Renewable Energy 

Adult Programs 
The highlight of our Fall adult education 

programs was a presentation by the guest 

speaker Dr. Andrew Kear, an Assistant 

Professor at Bowling Green State 

University on the theme of “Fracking”.  

The program  helped to explain exactly 

what fracking is and how it could impact 

everyone’s lives.  If you missed the 

program, but are interested in watching 

the entire presentation, check out FELC’s 

website or follow this link to the video: 

http://youtu.be/vllEjNQHP98.   

The first adult program of the new year, 

will be held on Saturday, January 11 from 

10 a.m. to Noon.  The presentation will be 

led by Beverly Martin who will introduce 

the theme of essential oils by explaining 

what they are and how they could be used 

in your everyday life. 

Environmental Issues 

Science Days 
Three Science Days will be offered in the new 

year in which children between the ages of 5 and 

10 can spend the day exploring a different area of 

science.  The first will be held on Monday, 

January 20 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. and will explore 

the world of chemicals and how they interact.  

The next Science Day will be held on Monday, 

February 17 from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. and will look into 

Physics with experiments with balloon 

hovercrafts and marble roller coasters.   There 

will also be a minicamp looking into Forensic 

Science from Monday 24 -Wednesday 26 of 

March, each day from 8 a.m. to Noon.  On the 

final day of the camp, children will be able to 

solve a crime that happened at FELC! 

Beginning in 2014, FELC will offer a monthly 

environmental issues e-newsletter.  This will be a 

short newsletter each month highlighting issues 

such as fracking,  renewable energies, 

deforestation, green design, factory farming and 

much more.  The newsletters will also give you 

ideas as to how you can get involved with issues. 

For more information, or to sign up to receive the 

n e w s l e t t e r ,  c o n t a c t  F E L C  a t 

earthliteracy@felctiffin.org. 

For more info on any of our 

programs, email 

earthliteracy@felctiffin.org or call 

419-448-7485.  And make sure to 

visit us on our Facebook page 

“Franciscan Earth Literacy 

Center” 
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This month, FELC will host an art class for 

children ages 7-13.  The class will run  from 1:30 

p.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday afternoons, 

beginning Saturday, January 11, and continuing 

on January 18, January 25 and February 1.   The 

cost for the entire four weekend class will be 

$60.  There will also be a discount available for 

more than one child signing up in a family.  The 

course will look at four great American artists; 

Grant Wood, Mary Cassatt, Georgia O’Keefe and 

Frederic Remington.  Students will learn about 

these artists and be inspired to create art of 

their own in these styles. 

For More information, or to sign up contact Sr 

Jane at 567-207-5393 or FELC at 419-448-7485. 

Art Inspired Artists 

Update from Sr. 
Jane: 

“  After spending two 

days and nights in the 
strawbale house during 

historic cold 
temperatures, I can report 

that this little house 
shines.  The wind was 

vicious outside and there 
was not a hint of air 

coming from 
anywhere.  The inside of 
the windows were a little 

cool, but not cold.  I had no 
fear of any frozen pipes 
and when the sun came 

out, the house heated up 3 
additional degrees.  I didn't 
run around in a tee shirt, I 

dressed warm like you 
should in winter, and I was 
very comfortable.  During 

the night as usual, I turned 
the thermostat down to 68 

and was very cozy and 
warm in bed.  Five stars for 

Little Portion Green!  

   ” 
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Strawbale 

House Tours 
In order to make sure that 

visitors get the best views of 

the strawbale house during 

daylight, the  winter hours for 

tours are the 2nd Sunday of 

each month from 2 p.m. to 4 

p.m..  These hours will be in 

place through April.  For 

more information or to 

schedule a tour during a 

different time, contact Sr. 

Jane at 567-207-5393. 

To be removed from this e-

newsletter, please contact 

earthliteracy@felctiffin.org. 

In 2013, the solar array located behind FELC 

produced over 21 Megawatts hours of electricity.  

This total was down slightly from the previous 

year, due to the lower number of hours of 

sunlight this past year.  However, the production 

was more than enough to cover the needs for 

both the center and the strawbale house.  This 

has saved over 23,000 pounds of carbon dioxide 

from being put into the atmosphere, as 

compared to if we used Ohio’s most common fuel 

source: coal. 

2013 Solar Output 


