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From the Community Minister

Greetings

Dear Friends,
Fall marks an end to summer as it ushers in new beginnings.  Albert Camus has referred 
to autumn as “… a second spring when every leaf is a flower.” I look forward to October 
each year, to the new burst of color and fields of ripening grain. 

New beginnings are exciting because they offer the promise of hope and remind me to 
celebrate life’s moments as they come. In the words of the prophet Jeremiah, “I know the 
plan I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for your welfare . . . plans to give you a future 
of hope.” Each new day is a gift from God that gives us the opportunity to discover God’s 
plan for us.

In this issue of our St. Francis Community magazine, you will discover some new 
beginnings. You will read about our sisters in Booneville and the impact they had and 
continue to have on those who have been affected by the flooding in Kentucky. You 
will learn about the Franciscan Earth Literacy Center’s Cooking Class Partnership with 
Ralph’s Joy of Living which highlights the produce grown on our Seeds of Hope Farm. 
We graciously welcome Katie Snitker and Denise Bowerman to our campus. Katie is 
the new administrator of the St. Francis Spirituality Center. She will provide us with 
opportunities needed to enrich our spiritual lives. Denise is serving as the Sister’s Director 
of Congregation Wellness. 

As we engage in prayer each day, we remember in a special way the intentions of all of 
you who have expressed a need for our prayers and all who have partnered with us in our 
ministries by giving of your time, talent or resources. We invite you to pray with us in the 
words of Francis of Assisi:  

May knowledge of You become clearer in us that we may know the breadth of Your blessings, 
the length of Your promises, the height of Your majesty, the depth of Your judgments. (Francis 
of Assisi, Volume 1, p. 158)

During this season of autumn, may you know the abundance of God’s gifts and God’s 
love for you.

With gratitude for all the gifts we share,

Sister Joanne Lammers
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As you share in our ministries, God is using you to shine the Light of grace and 
reflect God’s love. You are making a difference in ways you don’t even realize. 

Every September we normally celebrate our benefactors by inviting them
to a Mass and reception afterwards, however, for the health and safety

of our benefactors, we prayed for them during our annual Mass
on September 26th. We hope to reunite again in 2023.

Thank You Benefactors
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Sister Rozanne Swope
Sister Rozanne Swope, daughter of 
deceased Richard and Edith Swope, was 
born and raised in Tiffin, Ohio. She became 
the Director of Mission Advancement on 
October 1, 2022.

During her elementary years, she attended 
St. Joseph School and later attended 
St. Francis Convent High School. Sister 
Rozanne received her Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of Toledo and 
her Masters of Education from Dayton 
University.

She has been a Sister of St. Francis for 55 
years. During those years, her ministry has 
included being an elementary teacher in 
Miller City, Ohio, and Waynesville, North 
Carolina, and a teacher/principal of St. 
Mary’s School in Edgerton, Ohio. She 
thoroughly enjoyed those years being 
with the children and their families while 
serving the parishes in a variety of ways. 
Following her time in education, she 
became the Congregation Secretary for 
the Leadership Team from 2006-2014. 
From 2014-2022, she served on the 
Congregational Leadership Team.

Sister Rozanne enjoys playing cards with 
family and friends, crocheting and making 
items out of plastic canvas. Spending 
much time on the computer, she has 
developed a real knack for creating 
greetings cards and decorating letterhead.

Her years as a Sister of St. Francis has 
been spent living out the mission of the 
Tiffin Franciscans in the spirit of St. Francis 
and St. Clare. Her prayer life leads her 
to care for creation, to work for peace 
and justice, and to reach out to God’s 
people who are in need. Sister Rozanne 
graciously embraces this new ministry 
with enthusiasm, creativity and dedication 
as she anticipates building relationships 
with many of you and others who are 
committed to our mission.

Denise Bowerman
On July 25, Denise Bowerman began 
the new role as the Sisters’ Director of 
Congregational Wellness. This is a new 
position that is provided by a SOAR grant 
that provides additional health education 
opportunities for sisters. Denise’s office is 
located on the second floor of Holy Family. 

Denise is the mother of five children, 
Kristen, Danny, Andy, Jessie and Jake 
ranging in age from 16-26, and has been 
married to Tim for 30 years. Denise grew 
up on a farm in Attica with her parents 
and two brothers. She graduated from 
Seneca East High School and received her 
degree in nursing from St. Vincent School 
of Nursing in Toledo. 

She began her nursing career as a floor 
nurse at The Bellevue Hospital, where she 
worked for 19 years. Much of that time 
was working on an as-needed basis so she 
could raise her family. She then went on 
to work as a nurse for Stein Hospice for 
more than 27 years. Denise also worked 
at the Erie County Health Department, 
where she was the nurse placed in 
schools and the jail. She also served as 
the project coordinator for Project DAWN, 
which provides education on overdose 
prevention and Narcan administration. 

Denise came to St. Francis after reading 
a small article in her church bulletin at 
Our Lady of Hope in Attica. Immediately, 
she knew she had to apply. “This job has 
been a blessing and I am excited to serve 
as Director of Wellness. My position is 
to help promote wellness for our Sisters 
as well as support them in the medical 
events that they experience. Also, helping 
to fulfill their potential in living out their 
mission while encouraging them to 
maintain a healthy, balanced and holistic 
lifestyle and spiritual life,” said Denise. 
She added, “Along with other duties, I 
will provide educational opportunities 
for congregational members to better 
understand the aging process and to 
empower Sisters to make proactive, 
healthy living choices. I will meet with each 
sister at least three times a year to evaluate 
their health status and I will serve as an 
advocate for the sisters,” said Denise.

Planned gifts don’t have to be 
complicated and confusing. 

There are many types of planned gifts: Most are simple and affordable, like a gift in 
your will or living trust. You just need to find the one that best meets your needs. 
We can help you find the best gift for you, simply contact Sister Rozanne Swope 
at rswope@tiffinfranciscans.org or 419-447-0435.



SAVE THE DATE
Giving Tuesday ~ November 29, 2022
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Responding to the Cry of  the Poor
During the last week in July, several areas 
in the United States were impacted by 
numerous flash flooding events including 
Eastern Kentucky. Sister Angie Keil, OSF, 
and Sister Marge Eilerman, OSF, have been 
serving in the Booneville, Kentucky area 
for 38 years.  Many of the residents live in 
poverty and do not have the resources 
available when disasters like flooding 
occur.

Although there were only three local 
families affected by the recent flood, the 

Tiffin Franciscans immediately assisted in 
the flood relief efforts.  The first several 
days were simply days when people were 
in shock at the vast territory affected.  In 
Owsley County, there were three homes 
completely destroyed and several others 
were damaged.  Fortunately, there were no 
fatalities.                                                                                                                

“We immediately offered to house people 
who were in need of a place to stay. We 
housed one couple for a week.  They had 
been awakened by the sound of water 
hitting the box fan which was on their 
bedroom floor.  We were able to find 
housing for this couple in Beattyville.”

Shortly after the flooding started, the 
Sisters filled their van with paper products, 

cleaning supplies, laundry soap and 
personal items and took them to the 
First Church of God in Jackson, Breathitt 
County.  There were many people and 
various volunteer groups who had come 
from many places to assist in the beginning 
stages of the clean-up efforts. There was a 
constant movement of cars, some picking 
up needed items and others dropping 
off the same. “The spirit was amazing -- a 
hushed atmosphere which exuded love 
and concern. We truly felt like we had 
walked into a huge family.  We have had 
many phone calls and e-mails from people 
from across the U.S. wanting to know how 
to help and assuring prayers,” added Sister 
Angie.

Both Sisters serve on the Diocese of 
Lexington Flood Recovery Committee, 
(made up of 5 people) in disseminating 
$1.7 million raised by Catholic Charities and 
the Diocese of Lexington to help people 
recover from the flood. “The recent flood 
covered 12 counties. At least 15,000 people 
applied for FEMA funding. Many are in 
tents outside of their destroyed homes 
guarding their belongings.

In New Riegel, Ohio, parishioners at All 
Saints Catholic Church collected items for 
those in need in Kentucky.  The effort was 
coordinated by Father Timothy Kummerer, 

Inside the distribution center at Buckhorn Presbyterian Church.

Sister Angie and the mother and three of the six 
children who were forced to evacuate.

According to the National 
Weather Service 
Between July 25th and July 30th, 
2022, several complexes of training 
thunderstorms developed south of 
I-64 and brought heavy rain, deadly 
flash flooding, and devastating 
river flooding to eastern Kentucky 
and central Appalachia. These 
thunderstorms, at times, caused 
rainfall rates in excess of 4"/hr across 
complex terrain that led to widespread 
devastating impacts. While it did not 
rain continuously during this 4-day 
stretch, the overwhelming amounts of 
rain and resultant flooding led to 39 
deaths and widespread catastrophic 
damage. Entire homes and parts of 
some communities were swept away 
by flood waters, leading to costly 
damage to infrastructure in the 
region. Over 600 helicopter rescues 
and countless swift water rescues by 
boat were needed to evacuate people 
who were trapped by the quickly-
rising flood waters. In total, 24 Flash 
Flood Warnings were issued between 
July 26th and July 30th. Between the 
evening of July 27th and the mid-
morning hours on July 28th (the peak 
of the event), 13 warnings were issued, 
3 of which were upgraded to a Flash 
Flood Emergency.



pastor and Sister Carol Inkrott, OSF. A trailer 
full of items including tents, sleeping bags, 
paper products and more was delivered to 
those in need.  

In the days that followed, the Sisters 
coordinated a “yard sale” to benefit the 
victims.

“A second van was filled with items and 
taken to the other end of Breathitt County 
in Buckhorn where there was much more 
devastation,” explained Sister Marge.  She 
continued, “There we met Melinda, the 
mother of a young pregnant woman, who 
lost her home and had to evacuate with 
her 3-year-old child.  We spent some time 
there and met the co-director of the relief 
center, named Wanda. She told us that 
there was a family with six young kids who 
had lost everything and were living in the 
staff house at the Buckhorn Presbyterian 
Center.  She explained that they were in 
need of bedding and household items to 
use in this facility.  So back to Booneville 
to the church we went to gather some 
of our kitchenware, dinnerware, cooking 
utensils, toys for the kids, books to read as 

bedtime stories and then to the store to 
buy bedding since we had depleted our 
supply,” said Sister Marge.

“This is such a poor area and so it is not 
unusual for our people to have very few 
resources or access to them. There is a 
minimal amount of good housing so when 
hundreds of people are without a house 
we have few resources to help them get 
back on their feet and move forward.  ‘The 
Lord Hears the Cry of the Poor’ (taken from 
Psalm 34) and it takes all of us to respond 
to the cry,” said Sister Marge.

The Sisters of St. Francis of Tiffin celebrated the Golden Jubilee 
of their sisters on October 2, at St. Mary Catholic Church, Tiffin.  
Because of the pandemic the celebration has been delayed two 
years.

Sisters Roberta Marie Doneth and Diana Kleman entered the 
community August 11, 1970, and made their first profession Oct. 1, 
1972. 

Sister Roberta Marie is the daughter of the late Gordon Leo Doneth 
and Beatrice (Watson) Doneth of Traverse City, Michigan.  She 
made her final profession October 17, 1976. Sister Roberta Marie 
served as a teacher at St. Francis High School, Tiffin, and at St. 
Bonifas School, Oak Harbor.  She has also been the principal of St. 
Bonifas School, Oak Harbor, and of St. Peter School, Huron, Ohio.  
She has served her religious community as a Community Councilor, 
as Co-Director of the Associate Program, as administrator of St. 
Francis Spirituality Center, and as Director of Mission and Charism 
for St. Francis Spirituality Center.  She has most recently been a free 
lance speaker, retreat director, spiritual director, and a member of 
the Franciscan Pilgrimage staff leading pilgrims to Assisi, Italy.  At 
present she continues her free lance work while again serving as a 
member of the community’s Leadership Team. 

Sister Diana is the daughter of the late Harold Edward Kleman and 
Martha (Langhals) Kleman of Miller City, Ohio. Sister Diana made 
her final profession April 24, 1977.  She has served as a teacher at 
Fort Jennings and New Cleveland.  She was education coordinator 
at St. Anthony Villa, Medical Social Worker at St. Vincent Hospital, 

and Regional Coordinator of Ohio Youth Advocacy Program, 
all in Toledo.  She was then named Regional Director of Family 
Connections and The Twelve for Children and Families, Toledo.  She 
also has served as Assistant Professor and Director of MSW field 
placement at Bluffton University, Bluffton, Ohio, and as Instructor 
and Director of MSW Internship Program at Bowling Green State 
University, Bowling Green, Ohio.  More recently she has done 
volunteer work at Toledo Public School and is presently a Trauma 
Therapist, LISW, at Family and Child Abuse Prevention Program in 
Toledo.

50+2 Jubilee Celebration 5

Sister Angie filling the car with items from the 
church and house for the family of six children.
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Seeds of Joy takes Sprout 
The seed or idea was planted, and in a matter of just a couple 
months it grew into a great partnership between the Seeds of 
Hope Farm on the St. Francis Campus and Ralph’s Joy of Living, 
located in downtown Tiffin.

In early July, while attending a campus resident meeting, Caroline 
Minges heard that Sister Shirley Shafranek, Seeds of Hope Program 
Coordinator at the Franciscan Earth Literacy Center (FELC), was 
partnering with Ralph’s Joy of Living to showcase Seeds of Hope 
produce with a series of cooking classes. Caroline registered for 
the first class on July 30th, and has attended a few more since 
then. “What a fun time.  Melissa, the chef, was very knowledgeable 
and chose simple, quick and delicious recipes,” explained Caroline. 
“Jim and I enjoyed the creamy Parmesan eggs with truffled greens, 
frittata eggs, and strawberry kale salad with strawberry balsamic 
vinegar and lemon infused olive oil dressing,” she added.

“These classes introduced us to the Olivelle line of flavor-infused 
olive oils and balsamic vinegars that Ralph’s Joy of Living offers. 
These olive oils and vinegar products really enhance the wonderful 
produce the Seeds of Hope farm grows. We enjoy eating lots of 
salads during the warm summer months.  It’s fun to walk up to the 
Seeds of Hope farm stand, and see what leaf lettuces, microgreens, 
carrots, peppers, beets, etc., are available for that day’s meal.  Now 
I have a variety of infused oils and vinegars to choose from that 
complement our farm-fresh salads,” said Caroline.

Caroline and Jim have had the good fortune of being inaugural 
participants in the Seeds of Hope launch of the CSA program 
last year.  “We have now enjoyed two summers of eating fresh 
produce. St. Francis Community is blessed to have the Seeds of 
Hope Farm here on campus providing fresh options year round,” 
added Caroline.  

“We were so excited to partner with the Seeds of Hope Farm,” said 
Julie Smothers, co-owner of Ralph’s Joy of Living in downtown 
Tiffin.  “Seeds of Joy, a joint mission, was formed to help get 
the word out about the available “chemical free” vegetables, 

microgreens, fruits and herbs at the farm, and also to share 
recipe ideas on how to prepare the fresh produce at home,” 
explained Julie. 

Melissa Gaskin, Resident Chef at Ralph’s Joy of Living, enjoyed 
the challenge of blending the available produce at the farm and 
creating a menu for each class. “I was able to use some of our 36 
different flavor-infused Olivelle Olive Oils, balsamic vinegars, rubs, 
herb blends, infused salts, spice blends and dippers,” said Melissa. 
“We are looking forward to partnering with Seeds of Hope Farm 
again next spring,” she added.

“FELC is proud to partner with Ralph’s for the Seeds of Joy cooking 
series, and are grateful that Ralph and Julie see the value in what 
FELC does—so much so, that they have shared all proceeds from 
Seeds of Joy to our Seeds of Hope Agricultural Program, which 
provides training and work for employees with developmental 
disabilities,” said Mimi Johnston, Director of FELC. I have heard 
nothing but positive feedback from the folks who have attended 
classes, and the fact that they sell out every single time speaks to 
Melissa’s excellence in choosing and preparing dishes that make 
the most of our fresh produce!

SAVE THE DATE
Live Nativity ~ Sunday, November 4, 2022



“I have been gardening for over 50 years and love eating fresh 
vegetables and making salads throughout the week. I also enjoy 
trying new recipes, so when my daughter invited me to participate 
in one of the cooking classes I was eager to attend,” said Maureen 
Glovinsky, of Fremont, Ohio. “I bought some of the different olive 
oils and was happy to receive some free recipe cards to use with 
the olive oils that I purchased,” added Maureen.    

Chris Schliemann, who relocated from Florida to the St. Francis 
Campus, was interested in supporting the Sisters’ ministries. She 
had never even heard of microgreens, so when she heard about 
a cooking class being offered locally, she registered. Since then, 
she has been able to attend a few classes and even brought her 
niece along.  “I liked the idea of using fresh produce and adding 
vinegars and oils. Ralph’s Joy of Living is a beautiful place and I 
plan to come back next year for some more classes,” said Chris. 
Sarah Dundore, Chris’s niece, attended with her aunt. “It’s a nice 
break from a hectic work week and something my aunt and I 
enjoy together,” said Sarah. “I love that the chef uses local and in-
season produce to make new recipes. This class shows how local 
businesses can support each other and at the same time draw in 
the community,” she added.  

Sister Shirley has enjoyed working with all of the staff from Ralph’s 
Joy of Living. “It has been a joy working with Melissa. She has a 
passion for preparing good, healthy food just as much as I have 
a passion for growing good, healthy food. Some of the produce 
that she used in her recipes were lettuces, microgreens, basil, 
eggs, potatoes, tomatoes, fall squash and more. The partnership 
between Joy of Living, their Olivelle Olive Oils, and FELC is one of 
mutual respect for what each of us do,” said Sister Shirley.

The cooking class ended in late September and will resume in 
2023. Sister Shirley continued, “I am hoping we can come up with 
some creative ways to grow the partnership into the future. I love 
working with Melissa, as well as co-owners Julie and Ralph.” 

Susan Shaffer, a resident of Old Fort, Ohio, has been attending 
the classes regularly. “My mom was a former resident on the St. 
Francis Campus and I try to support their various ministries. I 
learned about the cooking classes on Facebook and have really 
enjoyed learning about microgreens and how to prepare them. 

I am excited to try some new things,” said Susan. “My husband 
and I love eating squash. The recipe at the most recent program 
was delicious. You do not even have to peel it, so I plan to get 
some at the Seeds of Hope Farm. I want to try making it the way 
at home. I also bought some of the maple bacon oil used for the 
green bean recipe and plan to make that recipe this weekend. In 
the past I bought some oils online, but after attending the wine 
tasting event and cooking classes at Ralph’s, I know now what a 
great selection they have and that I can sample them first and buy 
them locally. And, I love listening to Melissa talk as she prepares 
the recipes,” said Susan.

“My daughter, Samara, and I had a great time at the cooking class,” 
said Rahat Ahmed of Tiffin. “We thoroughly enjoyed learning 
about the large variety of fresh produce like the sunflower 
microgreens available at Seeds of Hope Farm and how to prepare 
them. The recipes that day were easy to follow and delicious!” She 
added,” We were happy to support our local community and what 
a delicious way to do that!”

Sister Rita Wienken, currently a volunteer, attended one of the 
recent classes and spoke about the Seeds of Hope Farm, including 
the history of the farm that she personally started in 2005. “This 
program is a great opportunity for a locally grown business like 
Ralph’s Joy of Living to partner with Seeds of Hope Farm to fulfill 
each other’s mission. It is a new and unique program in the Tiffin 
area and hopefully the beginning of future partnerships with 
other like-minded businesses,” said Sister Rita.   
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“L ove God, serve God. Everything     
is in that.” 

– St. Clare of Assisi

New Director Named at SFSC
Katie Snitker moved to Tiffin from 
Southwest Wisconsin with her 
husband, Karsten, in April 2022. She 
joined St. Francis Community as the 
administrator at St. Francis Spirituality 
Center in August.

Katie received her Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Belmont University 
in Nashville, Tennessee, where 
she studied English writing and 
philosophy. She went on to earn a 
Master of Divinity degree from Boston 

University School of Theology. During this time, Katie’s interests 
in ministries of reconciliation developed and deepened. She 
participated in the Religion and Conflict Transformation program, 
which afforded her unique opportunities, such as training in 
mediation, completing coursework in Israel-Palestine, and 
interning with a multi-faith university staff. 

Prior to moving to Tiffin, Katie worked as an academic coach and 
an academic services supervisor at a rural technical college in 
Wisconsin. She also chaired the college’s culture committee. Her 
interests in workplace happiness and contemplative practices 
led her to become a workplace mindfulness facilitator through 
Mindful Leader. Additionally, she has worked as a technical writer 
at a nonprofit consulting firm in Nashville, Tennessee, and as 
a community engagement associate at an Episcopal church in 
Evanston, Illinois. 

In her spare time, Katie and her husband enjoy gardening, and this 
summer they rented a garden plot at the Franciscan Earth Literacy 
Center. “We enjoy spending time on the St. Francis Campus and 

harvesting the delicious vegetables that the deer are kind enough 
to share with us,” said Katie. 

Katie is inspired by the Spirituality Center’s mission to “provide for 
our guests an atmosphere and programs conducive to healing, 
reconciliation, and renewal.” She is honored to serve as the 
administrator and looks forward in hope to the work ahead.

Support St. Francis Spirituality 
Center by purchasing a ticket 
for the 2023 Christmas 365 
Raffle! Raffle drawings for cash 
prizes on the 25th day of every 
month in 2023 giving away 
$4500 in cash prizes with up 
to 13 chances to win, including 
an extra $500 drawing on 
Christmas Day 2023. Each 
winning ticket goes back into 
the drum for a chance to win on the next drawings. 
Tickets are $10 each or 6 for $50. As an added pandemic 
incentive, purchase 6 tickets and receive 3 FREE entries, 12 
tickets and receive 6 FREE entries, or 18 tickets and receive 9 
FREE entries. Tickets can be purchased online by visiting 
https://franciscanretreats.org/christmas-365/christmas-
365-2023-raffle/. Tickets will be on sale through 
September 30, 2023. Winners will be notified by phone, 
and names will be posted on St. Francis Spirituality Center’s 
Facebook page and website: www.franciscanretreat.org.


